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REVEREND SIR, 


An reſolved to let the World know who u 
| the Occaffon of my troubliug them with a 
& Sermon upon 4 Subject, which has em- 
45 ſo many abler Pens, by this Publick Sur- 
endry of it into the Hands that extorted it 
rom me. 

I hoped indeed to give my Neighbouring 
Brethren @ few Hints, that a Man can receive 
othing, except it be given him from Heaven; 
hich they know much better than 1, how to 
prove to their own Spiritual Benefit, to the 
Edification of their ſeveral Flocks, and to the 
Glory of our Common Saviour. This was my 
degſon for preaching a Sermon upon this Sub- 


th before them; I wiſh you had as. good a 


Naa ſon for obliging me to Print it. 
A 2 | | „ Could 


The Dedication. 
Could 1 perſuade my ſelf that I might hers 

by do a little more Good, I would be the Fir 
to thank you for ordering me to Publiſh it. Bu 
fince you are pleaſed to entertain a more favoy 
rable Opinion of it, than I can think it deſert, 
I defire you to accept of the Sermon, as a 
Inſtance of my Reſpect to your Judgment; and 
of this Dedication, as an Opportunity, whid 


Jam forward enough to take, T declaring 
the World, that J am, 


— 
— 
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REVEREND Si, 


Your moſt Faithful Humble Servant; 


FW. Stuart, | 
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"ROM proving the Truth of Chriſt's' Re- 
ſurrection, by a conſiderable Number of 
Credible Witneſſes produc'd in ſome Ver- 

ſes before the Text, in order to eſtabliſh 

the Certainty of ours, in the Sequel of the Cha. 
pter, the Apoſtle makes a ſhort Digreſſion in this 
and the Verſe foregoing, concerning the Laſt Mit- 
x/s of this Important Fact: One, who, by his 
own Confeiſion, was .deſervedly made the Lafe, 
being the leaſt of the Apoſtles, one not meet to be 
caled an Apoſtle , becauſe he perſecuted the Church 
of God. And every one acquainted with his former 
Character, is as ready to acknowledge him un- 


of his Reſurrection, whoſe very Miſſion he had 
impiouſly deny d; and whoſe Doctrine he had 
compelled others to blaſpheme. 1 

But how abandoned ſoever this Perſecutor ſeemed 
in human appearance, God had Mercy for him in 
eſerve; which he afterwards manifeſted in raiſing 
this untimely Birth, by a due Proportion of Faith, 
to the Degree of an Apoſtle; thereby giving him 
an Opportunity of making that Jeſus, whom he 


4 11 had 


1 


5 | | | 5 
"W.--- By the Grace of God I am 
; 1 what I am. — 


Worthy of the Happineſs of being made a Witneſs 


underſtood to aſcribe to a Divine Cauſe, was the 


in Holy Writ, has been one great Occaſion of tis 


6 


than either by his Zeal or his Malice he had been 
able to ſeduce. | 

This extraordinary Inſtance of Divine Grace con. 
ferred on one, not only undeſerving, but ſeeming. 
ly incapable of it, is what our Apoſtle thankfully 
acknowledges in the former Verſe, and as humbly 
aſcribes to its True Author in this, ſaying, By th 
Grace of God I am what I am. Es 

What I would attempt upon thefe Words, is, 


1. To ſet before you the ſeveral Signification: 


of the Word Grace, that occur in H. Scripture, and 
are proper to this Place. ; 
2. To ſhew, that whatever St. Paul can be here 


real Effect of it. 

3. To prove, that every Chiiſtian ſtands indeb- 
ted to the ſame Principle of Holineſs, for whats, 
ver he is, or has, or does in that Capacity. 

And that theſe Three Heads may lend ſome 
Light to each other, I beg leave to bring them to. 
gether upon every Occaſion which offers; that 
thereby it may more plainly appear, how the Gra 
of God in every ſence that ſhall be aflign'd in the 
Firſt Place, is applicable to St. Paul in the Second, 
and holds true of us in the Third. , 

For clearing of our way to this Subject, it wil 
be requiſite to obſerve, that the Word Grace is even 
by Inſpird Writers us d in ſeverat Sences, neither 
proper nor applicable to the Words of the Text; 
becauſe the want of -diſtinguiſhing its various Ules 


moſt Partial or Confuſed Notions of Grace current 
among Chriſtian Writers. x. The 


had perſecuted, ſome Satisfaction, by adding mor | 
ro the Number of the Faithful, by his Miniſtry, 


. 
1. The firſt and loweſt Sence of XA, the Scri- 
ture Word for Grace, is a Reward or Return for a 
Kindneſs received. To diſtinguiſn this from the o- 
cher Uſes of it, our Tranſlators generally render it 
by Thanks, or ſome Word equivalent: Thus, I ye 
le them which love you, ia vjuty u, ei; what 
band have ye, ſays our Verſion in the Three ſuc- 
ceeding Verſes ; which in the 47h our Lord inter- 
s a Reward : Love your Enemies - and your 
Reward ſhall be great, Luke vi. 32,33,34,35. 
2. A Second Signification of it, is, Favour or 
Acceptance. Thus, for the Honour done the Bleſſed 
Virgin, in making her the Happy Mother of our 
Lord, the is ſaid to have found yapiy, or Favour 
with God, and to be ««yapimupery, or highly favour- 
ed by him, Luke i. 28,30. Nor is it in this Sence 
confined to the Divine Favour only: For Feſus in- 


with God and Man, Luke 11.52. An 

ſtles, in ; the Exerciſe of their Office, are faid 

Ads ii. 47. | | | 

3. Grace is ſometimes the Name for Charity or 
Boanty, in the Writings of St. Paul eſpecially. 

Thus the Collection for the Saints in the Churches 


calls rh gapiy, their Liberality, V. 3. Again, he 
defir d Titus, that he would finiſh in the Corinthians 
* Thy apr rau, the ſame Grace alſo > And he 
exhorts them himſelf in the ſame ſtile ; As ye abound 
in every thing, in Faith, in Utterance, in Knowledge, 
and in all Diligence, and in your Love to us, ſee that 
Je abound in this Grace alſo, 2 Cor. viii. 6, 7, 


creaſed in Wiſdom and Stature, and epi , in favour - 
fo his Apo- 


Forms gigi, to have Favour with all the People, 


of Galatia, which he fpeaks of 1 Cor. xvi. 1. he 


4. Not 


4+ 


1 | 
J. Not Charity alone, but every other Mord 
Vertue is repreſented to us as a Chriſtian Gras 
or the Effet of a Divine Power working i} 
us, and with us, both to will and to do: Frogf 
which Spiritual Co-operation, Moral Vertue de.] 
rives the Name of Grace. To this Purpoſe St. Peta 
exhorts the Chriſtians of the Diſperſion, t0,grow i 
Grace, 2 Pet. iii. 18. and thus deſcribes to them the 
Manner of the Spiritual Growth; giving all Dil. 
gence to add to your Faith Vertue, and to' Vertu 


Knowledge, and to Knowledge Temperance, ' and u 


Temperance Patience, and to Patience Godlineſs, andi 
Godlineſs Brotherly Kindneſs and to Brotherly Kind. 
neſs Charity; for if theſe things be in you, and abound, 
they make you. that ye ſhall neither be barren uy 
unfruitful in the Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chrif, 
2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
F. Suffering in the Cauſe of Chriſt, is particular. 
ly honour'd with the Character of Grace. Thus 
our Apoſtle uſes it; I have you in my Heart, ina 
much as both in my Bonds, and in the Defence aul 
Confirmation of the Goſpel, ye all are Partakers of m 


Grace, Philip. i. 7. And he even accounts to them 


for the Uſe of it, at the 29th Verſe; for unto yu 
ie lc u, it is given in the behalf of Chriſt, not on 
to believe on him, but alſo to ſuffer for his fake. 

6. Sometimes the extraordinary Succeſs of the 
Goſpel is denoted by Grace. Thus for Inſtance, 
the Converſions at Antioch, where a great Number 
believ'd'and turn d unto the Lord, Acts xi. 21. at Vet, 


23. is call'd the Grace of God. i (or 
7. At other times, it ſtands to repreſent the 
laſt and greateſt of the Gifts of God, which s 
Eternal Life: In this Uſe we. read it, 1 Pet. i. 1 
1 Gir 


3 

bird up the Loyns.of your Mind, be ſober, and hope 

to the End, for the Grace that is to be brought unto 

ou at the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 3s 
8. There is yet another Signification put upon 

tis Word ; which though not to be found in Ori- 


: Woinal Scripture, is often to be met with in the An. 
{cient Vulgar, and from thence borrow'd by the 
Latin Fathers, who by Grace often mean all the 


Spiritual Gifts of god, Ordinary or Extraordinary, 
aculous or Common; and even the Schools, 
nice as they are, admit of the ſame Uſe of the 
Word, and only diſtinguiſh the Things ſignify d 
by it into Gratiæ gratum facientes, .  _ 
and Gratie gratis date; but Grace |, *: Tho. Aquinatis 
in this Latitude is as much too queſt. cxi. Art. 1. 
ide, as the former Sences of it Eſtius Diſtinct. xvi, 
are too narrow, for the Words of ß | 
he Text: For no Man, our Bleſſed Lord excepted, 
as ever bleſt, with this extenſive Meaſure of it: 
Our Apoſtle, for his, own part, utterly diſclaims 
{ll Pretenſions to it: For to one, he ſays, is given 
we Gift, to another, another; all are not Apo- 
les, nor are all Prophets, nor all Teachers, nor all 
orkers of Miracles ; nor have all the Gifts of Healing, 
wr do all ſpeak with Tongues, nor do all interpret, 
« X11, 8, 29, 30. 


be In theſe Bight Significations the Word yep: or 
„ace, occurs more or leſs frequently in Scripture ; 
„Ind from which ſoever of theſe, either Writers or 
f. eaders have taken their Meaſure of Gra they 


ave fallen proportionably ſhort of the Goſpel 


ie romiſe, and of God's Performances in relation 
15 916. old. " - 55 "Wo | | ay” by EE : 
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fould live foberly, righteouſly, and Godly in this pri. 
ſent Werld, Tit. ii. 11, 12. And Reafons occaſis 
_ nally drop from infpir'd Pens, why it is calls tr 


Cs) 


For beſides theſe Eight, there are Three other dig. 
nifieations of Grace, in frequent uſe in the Ney. 
Teſtament; each of which I proceed to ſhey, IM . 
are proper to the Cafe of St. Paul in the Text, ang 
applicable to that of other Chriſtians. And ' Bl. 

1. Grace is ſometimes the Character of the Chri. 
ſtian Revelation, and is therefore interpreted by 
St. Paul to this Sence: The Grace of God thi 
Eringeth Salvation, hath appeared unte all Men ; tea. 
ing us, that denying Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſty, m 


Ford of Grace, the Goſpel of Grace, er Grace by w 
of Eminence; that it is either to refſect upon the Se: 
verity or Shadows of the Law which was given) 
Moſes ; Whereas Grace and Truth came by Jeſas Chriff, 
John t. 17. or elſe it is to intimate, that the whole 
Scheme of the Gofpel for the Redemption of Mit 
was the Gracious Contrivange of Infinite Wiſdom, 
not to be fathomed, or of Goodnefs as Infinite, 
never to be recompenſed, for calling ws with if 
Holy Calling, not according to our Works ; but u. 
cording to his own Purpoſe and Grace, which was gion. 
us in Chriſt Jeſus before the World beyan, 2 Tit... 
1. 9. 33 V 
And as Grace in the Language of St. Paul, ſign-W -- 
fies the Chriſtian Revelation, or the Knowledge d w 
Chriſt Jeſus; ſo I think, we may underſtand hin 
in tlie Text; as if he had fad, There was nothing 
in me to deferve the extraordinary Favour ſhewt MM: 
in my Converſion; I uſed no Endeavouts fit 
the Heavenly Wiſdonr which I am bleſt * 
1 | 66 


* 


n 


„c had neither Tutor to inſtruct me, nor Inclination 
to be inſtructed in the Chriſtian Faith; that 
"\ BY © therefore I believe in the Name which T heartily 
v. hated, and know) whom I have believ'd ; that 
: © I now entertain quite different Thoughts of 
BY © them againſt whom I lately breathed out nothing 
. but Threatnings and Slaughter; that T am my 
a « ſelf an Heir of the Hope: which I impiouſly de- 
I rided : All this is entirely owing to his unde. 
y & ſerved Mercy; who condeſcended to call me from 
1 Heaven, who was fo good to tell me his Name, 
„and {o gracious as to accept of me, unworthy as I 
„as, for a Servant. And this Inſtance of tlie 
1 Divine Mercy he elſwhere acknowledges with equal 


Gratitude, and in the very Stile of Grace, ſaying, 7re- 
ceived not the Goſpel of Man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the Revelation 4 Feſus Chriſt : For tho« beyond 
meaſure I perſecuted the Church of God, and waſted 


f it, and was ⁊calous of the Traditions of my Fathers; 
% 7b pleaſed God, who ſeparated me from my Mother's 
A Womb, and called me by his Grace, to reveal his Son 
" in me, Gal. i. 12, 13, 14. Now that Grace, of 
„ vhich he acknowledges to the Ga/atians he had 
been ſo large a Partaker, he would ſcarte conceal 


rom the Corinthians, at this time eſpecially, when 
he ſeems to ſtep a little from his Subject, to mag- 
— .. 

As the Glad Tidimgs of Salvation is ſtiled the 


, race of God in Holy Scripture, and as ſuch is 
4 Wpccnowledged by St. Paul in the Text; fait me- 


its the like Acknou ledgments at our Hands. 
What if we are not called miraculouſly, like St. 
aul, we are: called as eftectually, called by the 
2 | B 2 ſame 
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fame Lord, called upon the like Duties, and to 
one and the ſame Hope of our Calling: And this 
we may obſerve of our Apoſtle himſelf, that a; 
often as he ſpeaks of his Converſion, he ever plz. 
ces the Riches of Grace vouchſafed to him up. 
on that Occaſion, not ſo much in the Manner of 
his Call, as in his own Unworthineſs of the Bleſ. 

ſings he was called to; Unto me, who am leſs tha 
the leaſt of all Saints, is this Grace given, Eph. iii 8. 

J, who was before a Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor, injuri. 
ous, and the chief of Sinners, obtained Mercy, 1 Tim.i, 
13. Arid what were we? Or what our Father'sHouſle, 
that the like Grace ſhould be beſtowed on us alſo 
That the Beloved Son of God ſhould condeſcend 
to be our Prophet, Prieſt, and Sacrifice; ſhould cal 
us out of Ignorance and Error, ſhould redeem ug 
both from the Shadow and Subſtance of Death, 
from the Sin that ſo eaſily beſets us, and betrays 
us into both? Why is the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
riſen upon us, and has left many Nations of the 
| Earth ſitting in Darkneſs? While he ſuffers them to 
| walk in their own Ways, Why hath he quickened u 
together with Chriſt, and hath raiſed us up together, 
and made us fit together in heavenly Places in Chrif 
Feſus > Not tor your ſakes do J this, ſaith the Lord 
God, be it known unto you: Not by Works of Righ- 
zeouſneſs which we have done; but according to his 
Mercy he ſaved us, by the ſhing of Regeneration 
and re N the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed onus 
_ abundantly Ihro Chriſt Feſus our Saviour ; that being 
 Juſtified ly his Grace, we ſhould be made Heirs accor- 
ding to the Hope of eternal Life, Tit. iii. 5,6,7. And 
this Inſtance of Grace is what I conceive, the 
. Church 


3 
o nurch particularly points at in thoſe Words of the 
ce of Baptiſm; wherein we return Thanks to 
% for vouchſafing to call us to the Knowledge of his 
Lace and Faith in him. | 

2. A ſecond Uſe of the Word Grace common in 
New Teſtament, is to expreſs ſome Operation 
r other of the Spirit of God in the Hearts of Men, 
S-ceſfary either for the awakening of Sinners, or 
r the perfecting of Saints. 

With reſpect to the former, this Promiſe was 
rought from God by the Prophet, to be fulfilled 
the Days of the Meſſiah: I will pour upon the 
ouſe of David, and upon the Inhabitants of Jeru- 
alem, the Spirit of Grace and of Supplications; and 
ey ſhall look upon me, whom they have pierced; and 
ey ſhall mourn for him, as one mourneth for hif 
y Son; and ſball be in bitterneſs for him, as one 
at is in bitterneſs for his Firft Born, Zech. xii. 10. 
And for the latter, viz. the perfecting of Saints, 
he Apoſtles are often making this Prayer for their 
onverts, that Grace may be with them; and more 
txpreſsly, the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Ve Communion of the Holy Ghoſt : Ot which Prayer 
t. Paul makes this Paraphraſe for the Uſe of the 
alan; We do not ceaſe to pray for you, and to 

efire that ye might be filled with the Knowledge of 
us Will in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding, 

lat ye might walk worthy of the Lord, unto all well. 

leajing, being fruitful in every good Work, and in- 

reafing in the Knowledge of God, ſtrengthened with 

il Might, according to his glorious Power, unto all 

c⸗lience, and Long-ſuffering with Joyfulneſs, Col. i. g, 

| 0, II. 1 . | * f 
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Tered. 


feſt more than Human Strength in the Cauſe d 


- . 10) 


And the Event was agreeable to the Intent bo 
of the Prophecy and their Prayers: For by t 
Apoſtolical Accounts of the Firſt Chriſtians, thy 
Faith was the Gift of God, their Works the Fri 
of the Spirit, and their very Prayers the Breathing 
of the Holy Ghoſt, in Groanings not to le | 


When we apply Grace in this Sence to the Cy 
of St. Paul, we ſhall find it ſquare exactly, uf 
ſhall hear the Apoſtle himſelf confirming its Pri 
priety with his own Experience. Grace, znternalGruM. |, 
was, he ſays, the only Return made to his repeats 
Prayers when prick: by a Thorn in the Fleſh; n 
Grace is ſufficient for thee ; my Strength is made perfil 
in Weakneſs : And he offers himſelf as a Witack 
and Example of this kind of Grace; Meft glad) 
therefore will JI glory in my Infirmities, that the Pu. 
er of Chriſt may reſt upon me; therefore ] take piu 
ſure in Infirmities, in Reproaches, in Neceſſities,znPaſs 
cutions, in Diſtreſſes for Chriſt s ſake ; for whenl as 
weak,then am I. ſtrong, 2 Cor.x11.9,10. The long A6 
counts which he elſewhere gives of his Labours in tie 
Goſpel, had been ſo many irrefragable Argument 
of the Vanity of the Man, but for the many hum. 
bling Reflections intermixt in the melancholy Re 
hearſal ; all tending to magnifie the Divine Grace, 
which enabled a Man confeſſedly weak, to mani 


God: For in nothing am I behind the very cbiefl 
Apoſtles, tho I be nothing: Nothing, he means, wit 
out God's Aſſiſtance, as he here explains himſel, 
for by the Grace of God I am what I am; thi! 
laboured more abundantly than they all; yet not! 
but the Grace of God which was with me. Tit 


3 

The Propriety of this Uſe of the Word Grace, 
2 Principle of Holineſs, being fo fully atteſt- 
WP by the Experience of St. Paul, from him let 

bring the Word down to our ſelves, in order to 
how well it ſuits our Caſe. And if an Apo- 
e, that was ſo much the Favourite of Heaven as 
be inſtantaneouſly changed from the chiefeſt of 
wners, to 4 choſen Veſſel, to bear the Name which 
had blaſphemed, before Gentiles, and Kings, and 
+ Children of Iſrael : If one extraordinarily en- 
ed with Power from on high, ſaw reaſon to ſay, 
e leaſt good Action of his Life was too much 
arrogate to himſelf, and therefore conſtantly a- 
ribes both the Tnclination to do it, the Power by 
hich it was done, and the Glory of the Succels, 
the Goodneſs of God, and the Power of his 
tace; little Doubt can be made, but that every 
ing Good that ſhall be found in our Hands, was 
ſt put into our Hearts by the Spirit of Holineſs ; 
d moving upon the Face of the Waters till the 
bryo was formed, then Darkneſs brought 
th Light, and God ſaw that it was Good; 
little can it be queſtioned, but the Evil 
om which we are hitherto happily free, was a- 
dided by his Gracious Aſſiſtance; who tells us, 
it without him we can do nothing good, John xv. 
And accordingly admoniſhes us to Watch, and 


ces us to Pray, that we may not be led into 
1 28 „ or at leaft, may be delivered from 


$ / > 


. - Worthy 


„ 
Worthy then is St. Paul to be made a patt 
for Chriſtians in adoring his Goodneſs, that gin 
ſuch Power unto Men; and in praying for 
Continuance of it: And 'tis evident, that 
Church had m__ Apoſtle continually in her EN 
by confeſſing, and even glorying in our Infirmiti 
— 2 Weekly Oollects; by ſhewing | 
the Author of all Godlineſs, and ſending vs ſo ofy 
to the Fountain of Goodneſs, to beſeech him to 
der our unruly Wills and Affections, to prevent | 
follow as with his ſpecial Grace, and to give us th 
Spirit to Think, and to Do, and to Live accordin 
to his Will. And Grace, in this very Notion, ( 
has made the Subject of our daily Prayers in tl 
Third Collect of the Morning Service, and entitk 
it the Collect for Grace, for no other reaſon, th en 
becauſe we therein beſeech our Heavenly Fathe 
to defend us from Sin with his mighty Power, andj 
bis Governance to order our, Doings always to th 
which is righteous in his Sight. WW 
3- Grace is ſometimes reſtrained in its Sencet 
the Miniſterial Function, denoting either or bat 
the Bounty of the Giver, and the Abilities of ti 
Receiver: For what our Saviour expreſs'd in thu 
Saying of his, Te have not choſen me, but I have Here 
ſen you, and ordained you, that you ſhould. go mi 
bring forth Pruit, and that your Fruit ſhould n 
main, John xv. 16. our Apoſtle, ſpeaking, of hn 
ſelf, comprehends under this ſingle Word Grat 
I was matlę, ſays he, a Miniſter, according to i 
Gift of the Grace of God given unto me by the ff 
ctual working of bis. Power : Unto me, who am | 
than the leaſt of all Saints, is this Grace given, ii ur | 


33 
7 ſhould preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt, Eph. iii. 7, 8. And his own Chara- 
ger here drawn by himſelf in the ſame humble 
tile, makes it the more probable, that his Sacer- 
dotal Character was uppermoſt in his Thoughts; 
hen recovering himſelf, as it were, from his hum- 
ble, Confeſſion, he magnifies his Office by acknow- 
edging the Donor, By the Grace of God I am what 
am. And he appeals to Fames, Cephas and Fohn, 
he allowed Pillars of the Apoſtslical Church, for 
ws partaking of this Grace, Gal. ii. 9. 

Leſt any ſhould think that this Grace was pecu- 
ar to him, our Apoſtle teſtifies for St. Peter, that 
he fame which was mighty in himſelf towards the 
entiles, wrought effettually in Peter to the Apoſtle- 
ſhip of the Circumciſion, Gal. ii. 8. And we are aſ- 
lured by an Evangeliſt in behalf of the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, that one Bleſſed Mouth . breathed the 
ume Spirit on them all : But, as if it was intended 
hat future Ages ſhould diſtinguiſh the Diſciple 
hom Jeſus loved, by his Meaſure of Grace, ſuch 
Portion of it was given to St. Fohn, as qualified 
im for an Apoſtle, an Evangeliſt and a Prophet; 
o reveal myſterious Truths in the Beginning with 
God, to relate what he had heard, had ſeen with his 
yes, had looked upon, and his hands had handled 
F the Word of Life; and to ſbem us things which 
wt ſhortly come to paſs. 1 

The Miniſterial Grace which they received from 
heir Lord, they handed down to their Succeſſors, 
ad from their Hands has the Bleſſing deſcended on 
ur Heads; of whoſe Fulneſs we have all received, 
uud Grace for Grace : And fo ſhall it paſs down 
| ST 8 1 thro 
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occaſioned by the different Manifeſtations of tha 
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thro” Ages ſucceeding to the End of the World, i 
proportion to the Exigences of Times, and to the 
Work which God ſhall give em to do: Such Tri 
have we thro' Chriſt to God-ward ; not that we ar 
ſufficient of our ſelves, to think any thing, as of ou 
ſelves; but our Sufficiency is of God, 2 Cor. ili. 5, 
In the mean while it muſt be owned, that the 
two firſt Significations of Grace are the moſt com. 
mon in Holy Scripture ; the former is demonſtrz. 
ted in calling us from Darkneſs to Light,. and fron 
the Power of Satan unto God; the latter, whereby 


we are enabled to walk worthy of the Vocation where. vir 
with we are called. 5 | +4 Ri 
To this Divine Grace St. Paul aſcribes his All BM © 
in the Text: By the firſt Inſtance of Grace he ws lf c.. 
brought to the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt; thro 2 
the Aſſiſtanee of the ſecond, he diſcharged the Du. ha 
ties of his Holy Vocation : In the firſt Sence he ¶ tic 
ſays, he was conwincd and converted; in the ſe oy 
cond, by the Grace of God J have been inſt the 
mental in converting others. | Da 
And to the fame Divine Goodneſs we are like Wl tic 
wiſe indebted for the Means of Grace, and Hope har 
of Glory: For that we are Chriſtians, and na MW an 
Jews; Believers, and not Tnfidels, is in a great and 
meaſure owing to his Providential Grace, who cen 


was ſo Good to ſet us down in a Country when 
his Bleſſed Son is well known, and the Light d 
the Goſpel ſhines out in its Strength; that wear 
not ſome of the moſt Degenerate Chuiſtians, and 
that others are found much better than we, i 


Spirit, who proportions his Gifts to the Good mn 


3 
„oc the Receiver, and gives to every one Grace ac- 
Wl according to the meaſure of the Gift of Chriſt, Eph. 
be iv. 7. that we may not as we grow up, forget our 
uf Obligation to the Author and Giver of all good 
Gifts, for making us Chriſtians , nor diſown our 
Dependance on his Grace towards making us 
Good, we were taught from our Childhood by our 
Holy Mother, heartily to thank our Heavenly Father 
for calling us to this State of Salvation; and de- 
voutly to pray unto him to give us his Grace, that 
ve may continue in the ſame unto our Lives End. 
If from _ has been ſaid, the Doctrine of Di- 
vine Grace does not appear quite ſo 1 
Ridiculous, nor even the Word ok 2 : 
ſo doubtful Signification, as to be To. I. p. 2. 


g ſcarce capable of a True one, I have 1 
WY £2in<d one part of my Deſign ; and have, T hope, 


happily prevented any Impreſſions which a Cri- 
tick of Note has laboured to make upon the Cler- 
gy of England eſpecially; by affuring em that 
the Word Grace has not been underſtood ſince the 
Days of Pelagius : To the Honour of that Here- 
"WE tick we muſt own, that never did Adverſary more 
"WE happily contribute to the Explication both of Name 
ad Thing, till he was himſelf ſo well underſtood, 
"WH and his Opinions were ſo thoroughly ſifted and 
eenſured by Twenty four Synods within the com- 
paſs of Nineteen Years, that both Eaſt and Weſt 

were aſhamed of the Man, and his very Name 
has been deſervedly odious in all Ages of the Church, 
down to the happy Eſtablithment of ours. | 


C16) 


To lick this Man's Errors into the Eſteem of 
the Orthodox, no way has been thought ſo pra. 
cticable of late, as Ruining, if poſſible, the Repy. 
tation of that good Biſhop who has detected the 
Evaſions of the Heretick, and driven him from his 
Coverts: The Deſign is indeed well laid, and wants 
nothing but Succeſs: For as long as St. Auſtin is 
read, Pelagius will be abhorred. But tis worthy 
of the Obſervation of Standers by, how the 
Champion, who for many Years has led out the 
Philiſtian Hoſt againſt the Armies of Jrael; and 
who by various Methods has laboured to extin. 
guiſh the great Light of the Weſtern Church, is 
at laſt ſo loſt to all Prudence, as to let his fecret As 
verfion to the Doctrine of Grace break out upon 
the mere Word, by which not St. Au{ia alone, or 
much earlier Writers, but the Spirit of God has ſo 
often expreſs'd both the outward and inward A.. 
ſiſtance of Heaven : For we are hereby let into the 
Deſign of the Min that runs down the Father, till 
the Scriptures are prophaned, the Apoſtles fall in 
the Chace, and the Grace of God is turned into 
Wantonneſs. . 

We can't be ignorant how others nearer home, 
affecting to be Miniſters of the · Goſpel, are perpetu- 
ally talking to their People of Grace, in Expreſſi 
ons ſo dark, and to Purpoſes ſo foreign, as to put 
it out of all Doubt, that while they are teaching 
others, they themſelves underſtand neither what the) 
Jay, nor whereof they affirm; yet well meaning People, 
deſirous of being Good and Happy, are eaſily de- 
luded to believe the Teacher that repreſents the 
Divine Grace as irreſiſtable as the Giver, and ſe- 

| cuxes 
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\res them from falling finally, or from being dam: 
ed eternally. 755 | 

If ever there was an Inſtance in the World of 
rrefflable GPace, St. Paul was the Man; whoſe 
Tall was ſo Miraculous, and his Converſion ſo ſud- 
len, as not to be parallelF'd ; yet in all his Accounts 
{the Wonderful Scene, he notes his own Concur- 
nce in every Step. of it: To the Voice that 
poke to him from Heaven, he anſwer'd in ready 
ompliance, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do 2 
ds ix. 6. As ſoon as he heard the Lord's 
ill, 7 was not, ſays he, diſobedient to the Heavenly 
fon, Acts xxvi. 19. And after many Years 
ent in the Miniſtry, this is his own Account of 
Conduct; The Grace which was beſtow'd upon 
„ was not in vain; and why 2 Becauſe, as he 
des on, I laboured more abundantly than they 
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Now, theſe are not the Words of one that thought 

mſelf under a Neceſſity of acting as he did; on 
e contrary, he ſeems rather to fear, they ſounded a 
tle too arrogant; and therefore he endeavours to 
Iten em, ſaying, Tet not ] laboured, but the Grace 
God which was with me. By theſe Accounts of 
ſelf and his Life, he plainly tells us, that there 
te Two Agents concurring in all his Good Acti- 
s; the Holy Ghoſt, as the Principle or Power 


iii d e ho tt tn ag RED « 


ich they were done, and Hifnſeif, as the 
) nd or Inſtrument that did them: Leſt he ſhould 
e, to derogate on one ſide from the Grace of 


, he frankly confeſſes, that without it, he had 
ured in vain; and that he might do himſelf 
ce on the other, he as openly declares, that 

| with- 
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without his own Endeavours, the Grace which yy 
beſtowed upon him had been in vain. | 
And the Caſe of St. Paul, thus ſtated by himſeh e 
reſolves that of other Chriſtians, and gives a ji 
Account of the Neceſſity of Human Concurreng 
in the Co. operations of Divine Grace, in order u 
render it effetual ; And at the ſame time it ſheyy 
that God has ſo large a Share in all the Good w 
have done, or ſhall do, as leaves indeed the Adin 
to Us, but proves the Glory of it to be Hi 
He is both the Raiſer and Director of every G00 
Diſpoſition in us; from him a/ Holy Deſires, andi 
Good Counſels originally proceed; and having ong 
brought over our Wills to his Statutes and Jud 
ments, he works with our Hands the Things whid 
are pleaſing in his Sight. „ 
. Thus have I ſet before you the Sgnzfication, th 
, Certainty, and the Power of Divine Grace, Dram 
from the Scripture-Account of each; and enoug, 
I preſume, has been ſaid to remove ſome Douby 
induſtriouſly raiſed in Books principally defignt 
for the Uſe of the Clergy, whether the Word Gra 
is ever uſed in Holy Scripture for Inward 4\i/ta« 
But in what manner ſuch Aſſiſtances are convey! 
or how they co-operate, are Things too High at 
Excellent for me, I cannot attain unto them: Au 
I humbly conceive, they are too Myſterious toll 
ſolved ; and'ſhould therefore be held too Seer 5 
to be attempted. To raiſe Hypotheſes upon tit 
deep Things of God, that ſeem purpoſely reſent 
as Secrets not fit to be revealed at preſent, © 
Speculations more proper for the Tale of 4 l. 
than for an Expoſition of an Article of the Chu 


«4 
+ 


— 


6199 

A Comment upon a Text of Scripture. To be wiſe 
ove What is written, and pretend to level the 
Eights of Faith to Human Underſtandings, is 
ver like to have any better Effect, than what it 
as produc'd in great Abundance, viz. to expoſe | 
e Myſteries of Chriſtianity to the Indifctetion 
the Preſumptuous, and the Scoffs of the Pro- 
hane, till we have too great reaſon to wiſh in the 
Id, that we had been contented to be Fools for 
miſt's ſake, that we might be wiſe. 
It had been perhaps a more agreeable Method 
have ſhewed the Sence of the Word Grace, and 
ke Truth of the Thing ex poſt facto, as they call 
from its Operations, and Effects, and the Mo- 
uments it has raiſed of its Power and Efficacy in 
& various Manifeſtations. 3 
The Divine Grace demonſtrated the Power of 
5 Influences in the Characters and Conduct of 
ir Lord's choſen Servants: They, who, fo long 
the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given, were weak 
d ignorant Men; they that were lately aſhamed 
own the Truth, and muſt ſhut the Door for fear 
le Jews, before they would venture to ſpeak 
; How came they ſo ſoon after to preach it 
the Face of their Adverſaries? They that were 
aid of every Shadow, and, like Sheep, forſook 
ir Shepherd, at the Appearance of Danger; 
engthened by this Heavenly Grace, they courted 
w Dangers every Day, and rejoyced to be counted 
thy to ſafer Shame for his Name. 


$ 


Behold 


our Hearts, and do give the World ſome Spec: 


ſhall ſee Men weak as themſelves, ſtrong in ih 


| 
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Behold in our Apoſtle alſo the Efficacy of th 
Grace which he preaches ta us: For Lord, we hy 
heard by many of this Man, how much Evil be hal 
done to thy Saints at Jeruſalem; and that he hath 
Authority from the Chief Priefts to bind all thy 
calld on thy Name : And to the Praiſe and Gloy 
of thy Grace, we have alſo heard, how Thou did} 
but touch his Heart, and Lo, the zealous Phat 
ſee is as warm a Convert; the Perſecutor of th 
Faithful is become a Chriſtian Preacher of d 
Faith ; the Man that was ſo forward to bind d 
that he could find at Jeruſalem, 7s now re 
himſelf, not to be bound only, but alſo to die u 
Jeruſalem for the Name of the Lord Feſus, Ad 
_—.. . e 5 

Even we our ſelves, I truſt, are in ſome mes 
ſure qualified to be Witneſſes of God's Grace i 


mens of its Truth and its Power in our Lig 
and Converſations ; and . when our ſeveral Flock 


Lord, and in the Power of his Might; when thy 
ſhall obſerve how that Grace which we preacf 
breaks forth in our Actions, and that we briy 
forth the Fruits of the Spirit which we are dal 
planting in them; this is ſuch a Proof of ol 
Doctrine, as lies level to the meaneſt of ou 
Hearers, and in due time will ſatisſie em tit 
the Secret of the Lord is among them that fu 
him, and he will ſhew them his Covenant. 4 


1 


very particular Perſon, are as wiſe as the Ef- 
feds of it are wonderful: For it breaks not the 
Cords of a Man, it deſtroys not the Paſſions pro- 

to his Nature; but it takes every Man as 
it finds him; and falling inſenſibly in with his 
lnclinations, his Temper, and his outward Cir- 
cumſtances, it raiſes em from lower Objects, up 
to God their Creator and Redeemer: Thus did 
the Holy Spirit in the Days ef old; it turn'd 
Sauls Muſical Ear into a Means of mellowing 
his Heart to the hated Muſician; even the Harp 
with which David was uſed to amuſe his Cares 
as he kept his Father's Sheep, was by this Ho- 
ly Spirit tuned to Heavenly Pſalms. .He accom- 
modates himſelf and his - Graces to the Educati- 
on or Accompliſhments of the Perſons with whom 
he dwells : He either riſes to the Loftineſs or an 
ſſaiah, or deſcends to the Stile of an Amos He 
oaths the Word of - the Lord in the humble 
Strains of the Herd-man of Zekoa ; or dreſles it 


the Heavenly Manna alſo prepared without our 
Labour, and able to content every Man's Delight ; 
t ſerves to the Appetite of the Pater, and tempers 
elf to every Man's liking. | 


fa When the Work of God required more than or- 
aary Gifts, more than common Grace was given; 
hen illiterate Men underſtood all Myſteries, and all 
nowledge; and the Unlearned ſpake to every 
amion in their proper Language; rude Fiſhermen 
. 3 1 


The Manifeſtatiogs of the Divine Grace to e 


08" the Language of a Courtier of Judah: Thus 
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| to the Duties we are called upon, then only theſe 


feiting of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, 


into Saints and Sinners, Penitent or Impeth 


6229 ; 


were turn'd into eloquent Preachers; and the moſ 
indifferent Speakers were bleſsd with Tongues, 
which 20 their Adverſaries are not able to gainſay 


or reſiſt. 
But when ordinary Meaſures of Grace are equal 


are given. 


Tn the Apoſtolical Age the different Offices in 
the Holy Function were generally diſtinguiſh'd by 
Diverſities of Gifts : For then God ſet ſome in the 
Church ; firſt, Apoſtles; ſecondarily, Prophets ; third. 
ly, Teachers; after that, Miracles; then Gifts of 
healing, Helps, Governments, Diverſities of Tongues, 
x Cor: xii.28. And even now, our reſpective Tx 
lents are ſo evidently different, that they diverſiſe 
our ſeveral Characters; yet ſtill can we all agree 
in this, By the Grace of God I am what J an; 
and theſe differing Manifeſtations of the Spirit are 
given to every Man to profit withal, x Cor. xil. 7. 
and their very Variety is ſerviceable for the per. 


for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 12. 


Our Moral Attainments are as much diverſified 
by the Spirit of Grace, as our Intellectual ons: 
This is diſcernable to every one that conſiders 
Mankind , as they have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves 
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Eve 
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Eren to the greateſt Saint it may be very 
juſtly ſaid, Who maketh : thee CL aff, er from ano- 
ther 2 Or, what haſt thou that thou didſt not re- 


tand, thy Care not to fall, are the very Gra- 


en above the reſt of thy Brethren; and all theſe 
hou derivedſt from that God.of Hope, who 
wth filed thee with with all. Foy and Peace in 
elieuing that thou mighteſt abound in Hope, thro 
the Poier of the Foly Ghoſt, Rom. xv. 13. What- 
ver Holy Men have done on Earth, whatever 
bey are to be in Heaven; in both States the 
Words of the Text are their proper Reflection, 
9 the Grice of God 7 am what J am. And all 
that the Greareſt . Saint has to add more than 
the Sinner, is only this; And his Grace which 
was beſtowed upon me, was not in vain; for 1 
aboured more abundantly than many others; yet 


7: e 1, But the Grace of God which was with 


The Penitetit Sinner is a Monument Grace 
aiſed from dead Works, to ſerve the Living 
God; For how comes he to..difler ſo much from 
lis former ſelf? Wherefore does he renounce the 
ins that were once his higheſt Delight 2 Why 
loes he now crucifie the Fleſh, for which he 
mas uſed to make ample Proviſion 2 Theſe are 
not the Steps of the Natural Man; he never 
Tarts his own Defires ; he never chuſes to cut 


ine? Thy. Faith, thy Works, thy Reſolution to 


res that have raiſed thee in the Favour of Hea- 
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of a right Hand, or pluck out a right Eye; 
he never repents of pleafing himſelf, unleſs Gy 
opens his Eyes, and takes away his ſtony Hear, 
giving him a Heart of Fleſh : Then indeed ); 
Temembers his Ways, and all his Doings, wherein 
he has been defiled, and  loaths himſelf in lis 
Own Sight for all the Evils that he hath con. 
mitted. | 


Let then every faithful Penitent took upon 
himſelf as a Child of God, born not of Blud, 
nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will i 
Man, but of God: For by the Grace of God ju 
are what you are: By Grace you are brought to 
Repentance, and thro Grace your Repentance i 
accepted; the Prophecy of Goſpel-times is hap. 
pily. fulfilled in you: The Deaf ſhall hear the 
Words of the Book, and the Eyes of the Blind ſul 
fee out of Obſcurity, and out of Darkneſs ; thy 
alſo that erred in Spirit, ſhall come to Underſtan- 
ding; and they that murmured, ſhall learn Di. 
ctrine, Iſaiah xxix. 18, 24. being confident of this 
very thing, that he who hath begun this got 
Work in jou, will perform it until the Day i 
Feſus Chri. Go on to work aut you Salvatin 
with Fear and Trembling, and God will ſur 
work in you both to will and to do of his gul 
Pleaſure. N „ |: 


And if the Impenitent are not in aQual Pos 
felſlon of the ſame Grace, even they are Hein 
of it: For to this End were they born, 1 

| a 


ſor this Cauſe are their Days prolonged, that 
they may find Means to inherit the Promiſe; 
why elſe are a thouſand and ten thouſand Lives 
every Day preſerved, which we ſadly ſee, are 
1 every Day employed in provoking of their Great 
u preſerver? Confider this, ye that forget God: 
Conſider every Morning for what End you are 


; 
ö 
) 


Evening reflect what grounds you have to hope, 


that you arè not then a-going into Outer Dark- 
ess: Then, at leaſt, will you ſee, that the Lord 
of {whom you diſhonour, is your Light and Salva- 


jon; that even you that deſpiſe his Spiritual 
race, are every Day ſuſtained by his Provi- 
lential Grace; and that you have as much rea- 
fon as any, to ſay, By the Grace of God JI am 
hat J am; that J am yet in the Land of the 
wing, and not in the hopeleſs State of the 
Dead or the Damned ; that as yet I converſe 
vith Men, and am not roaring for Anguiſh 
th Devils, is the Riches of Providential Good- 
jeſs and Grace. Therefore does the Lord wait, 
hat he may be gracious unto you ; and therefore 
il be be exalted, that he may have Mercy up- 
you For the Lord is a God of Judgment; 
| _ are all they that wait for him, Ifaiah 
M18. * | 


Je therefore, Beloved, ſeeing ye know theſe 
ings before, beware, leſt ye alſo being led a- 
y with the Error of the Wicked, fall from your 
" Stedfaſtneſs ; but grow in Grace, and in the 
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To him be Glory both now and for ever. 


2 Pet. iii. 17, 18. 
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